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151. ISS OR BLISTERS. 

(By Dr. .1. B. Wilson.) 

(Hi! I'd- them good old pfcachin' days. 

When preach in' it wuz prenehin'; 
When I It'll w uz hnnded out red hot. 



'Slid o' this modern 



out. I'ci 

teachiu 



» . 



When sermons like a cyclone swept 
The conscience ! My! what twisters! 

'An few they Bed w uz sure o' Miss. 
But most wuz sure o' blisters. 

• \ \ 
r 

The people them days went to church 

An' tilled the Amen Corner; 
When they hack slid they slid right hack. 

Thar wam't a single scorner; 
An' all sat spell-bound when the whip 

()' Hell wuz hissin' ©'« 'em; 
But since they've took the cracker oil'. 

Somehow, the sermons bore 'em. 

\ 

A sorrow fell when now an' 'en. 

They sent, us scholar preachers; 
Per they wuz tame. — what we liked most 

Wuz 'em salvation sereechers; 
Who shoveled brimstone fast's they could, 

An' served thar sermons steainin'; 
Thar w ain't no fowl too fat fer 'em. 

Nor bed too soft fer dreamin'. 

Alas! Them good old days hev gone, 

The tires no more they're pokin'; 
An' ef they mention Hell at all. 

It's taken jes' ez .jokin'; 
But my! how good I wuz them times. 

When settin' 'tween my sisters, 
They told how one in ten got bliss. 

An' t'other nine got blisters. 
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Friendly Criticism About Government 



Review of Judge Ladd s Recent Articles on this Subject, with 
Remarks u?on Government, Its Rights, Powers 
and Duties. 



(By Huldnh L Potter-Loomis.) 

In ihe Klndc of April •_'."». |MNI| in the first of a series of ifti- 
cles to In- devoted to setting forth "the proper functions and du- 
ties of government, wherein the rigbti of nil are to be fairly 
» nsidered." Judge Parish It. Ladd expresses sentiments which 

seem io inconsistent with each other ami so widely at variance 

with the stand purj)ose of his artiide, thai I am moved to lake 
i-suc with him in a friendl} v ay, mid se( forth Ihe weak |x>ints 
in Lis arguments ns they manifest themstdves to me. 

It is BOt iweessary t li.it one should have devoted a "long life 
lo the study and prnetiee of law.'" BOT possess •'wide knowledge 
of Ihe numerous sysiems of government of the world." as Judge 
l.add says he has done, i der to see (hat "the world is too 

inueh governed," nor to comprehend the tact thai inw and jus- 

tiee are Dot synonymous lenns. As Maeklin said. "The law 

is a >. rt of boeus-poeus science, thai smiles in yer facia while ii 
pieha yer poeket; and ihe gloriona uneertaJnty of it is of mair 

i se io ihe profession than the jnatiee of il." 

The more ponderous the legal machinery of any govern menl 
becomes, the greater and more widespread ihe disorder. The 

history of our . wu government proves this beyond argument. In 

this pertieular, I agree with ihe Judge, and also in his state- 
ment that "nil legislation which has for iis objeel moral ethics - 

forced morality is mischievous." All such legislation has 

eome from the meddlesome Interference of ecclesiastics, and 
■offices io show us io what extent religious influeneea still domi- 

nal ir legislative assemblies and thai they are on the in- 

crease, in spite of ihe fact thai ihe ehureh is losing ground with 

I lie people direct ly. 

This bitter fact is without dm hi Ihe very reason why tho 
church so assiduously sei ks ihe eiiaclnem of laws having for 

their objeel "moral ethics forced morality." Ii is ihe founda- 
tion of ihe new inquisition which the eeelesiastiea of the Soman 

Catholic Church intend p. rslnb i-h upon American soil, the 
"tribunal" for which is already set up Bl the seal of our na- 
tional government, and which will beeon penly active within 

Ihe DCXt live years. 

This is a digression, bul being in portaul in It* relation to 

('moral legislation/' "ill- I trust, be pardoned. 
Whai Judge Ladd says as lo ihe dishonesty of government 

officials is nil loo line, and in fast, no f his cri:icis:ts of our 

present Republican form of governmeol in its application to ami 
iis effect upon i he peop'e. can be gainsaid. Ii is with his pro- 
posed remedies I take issue. 

.Indue ladd says: "Before we <•: xpect honest , effieienl 

governmental o Dicers, the entire fabric must be ehsnged. Bnf- 
frsge to ihe ignorant, ihe penal, the purehaaabie, should be 
denied: snbjeel to this, the sexes should he placed on an equality. 

The true theory of government should form a curriculum in all 
our schools, al least in all above the lower grades. In this way 
the people, educated in the cornel theory of government, would 
he in a position lo judge of men and their fitness for olliee. At 
ihe end of ihc first general ion, limit the elective franchise lo this 
class; then the world RUgfal have, at Icasl. one good government, 



but never as long as ignorance, dishonesty and incompetency 
can use the ballot." 

Pint, then, if "the entire fabric is lo be changed," as the 
Judge suggests, who is to chnngc il .' Would not the mutter have 
io he submitted to the whole people and would nol "Ihe rule 
of the majority" decide it.' If not, why nol.' 

If the matter is not lo he decided hv the ballot, is military 
usurpation to he the alternative.' In that ease, why disturb the 

present trend i f our government .' At ihe rate we are going in 

the direction of an aristocratic government of wealth, education 
and religion, shall we not arrive there in much less time than it 
would take to put .Indue Ladd's program into effect? 

Can there he any question as to ihe fad thai wealth, education 
and religion are the three ureal sysiems in one. that imperil 
American traditions and institutions.' Are not mr ureal uni- 
versities, Colleges and schools dominated by linancial and relig- 
ious iiilluenees ? 

Bow then can educational qualifications, gained in su h insti- 
tutions, he expected to lit men and women for Ihe faithful and 
righteous administration of government over the ignorant, the 
uneducated, and Ihe unfortunate? 

Is not the present educational system calculated to destroy 
individuality ami all distinctive characteristics in our young men 
and women and mould or fashion them after one pattern, ac- 
cording to established authorities? I>oes not this system tend 

to destroy the will power also, ami lessen the ability of students 
lo exercise their reason and judgment and thus til then more 
truly to become slaves under the rule of the de-pols who are 

seeking to build an Empire upon the ruins of our Republic? 

How can a generation of men and women, whose minds are 
en-laved, be expected lo form "a correct theory of government .'" 

What is "a correct theory of government?" Does not the 
history of governments prove that there is do such thing as a 
correct theory 4,f government, by the fact that forms of govern- 
ment have been changed from time to time to meet the exigencies 

or demands of Ihc governed? Do nol Ihe people and their goV- 

ernmenta evolve together? And is not ihe trend id' evolution 

such as to make men lit for wider liberties, and is not the uni- 
versal demand of the age for greater freedom* 
Who. then, shall justly advocate ihe dial ranehisemenl of any 

class of his fellow-men.' Surely not n freethinker, such as 
Indue Ladd claims lo he. When' is the line line of distinction 
which murks him .is a free thinker" who would restrain a man. 
however ignorant through Ihc misfortune of birth and lack of 

educational advantages, from giving free America i exp r ession, 

lo such extent as he was able, of his political or oilier views by 
means of Ihe ballot, as well as by "free thought and free 

speech," when compared with a man who would restrain another 
by law from attending a hall game on Sunday, or put him in 

jail for blasphemy, or burn him at Ihe slake for his denial of 

religions sr Is.' 

Are not some of our so-called prominent Freethinkers, who are 
adv eating ihe disfranchisement of certain classes of our eitixens 
for one cause or another, in danger of uaing their influence to 
foster il Id idea of "infallible authority," which logically 

would bring ns to Ihe acceptance of Ihe doctrine of the 'divine 

right of priests and kings?" 

And is not this exactly what our aristocratic capitalists and 
church BCclasisatieS are working for? 
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Has Judge I .add been hypnotised by the Jesuit* thai he >* 
thus acTvossting the itepa which would help these, oar enemies, 
in seeonplisfa our destraetioBf 

Lei Freethinkers bewsrel The concentration of pcrwer in the 
hsnds of ■ future despot can only Ik- accomplished in die United 
Siiiics In gradually taking the franchise fron the people — Hrst 

from i Me class ami then from another, until popular govern* 

nenl win become only ■ memory. 

Bow run Judge Lsdd or any other person believe thai under ■ 
government where tin- fundamental political riylu or privilege 
of its cit i/.cns, the ballot, was denied to soy considerable par* 

Hon of them, that any other rights would he fairly considprpdf 
Bosh a sentiment might reasonably be expected from the lips or 
pen of a political charlatan .hut never from any Freethinker 
worthy of the BOOM. 

The ignorant and uneducated would not msna*c American 
troditi ns ami institutions, if the "educated and enlightened ' ' 

capitalist! and ecclesiastics did not connive together to control 
the votes of the former by persuasive methods, whied SIS largely 
in the nature of thecals of the loss of their jobs or Consignment 
to punishment for eternity in Hell. 

The Ignorant voters would not sell their votes if there WON 
no ••educated" buyers, ami there could be no belter education 
for the ignorant foreign VotSr as to the value of i.is franchise 
than to be allowed to exercise it without the interference of cap- 
italists and ecclesiastics, to whose interest it is that voteis 
should be kept in ignorance. 

All governments, from time immemorial, have been mors or 



less priestly or religious in character the rulers being looked 
upon as deini-gods, who alone eonld interpret the will of thti 
ureal unknown gud or gods, as set forth in a lO-cnl pamphlet 

ontitled ••Socialism or Religion, Which.'" by Lneisn Btebbina, 

if North I'laite. Nebraska, ami which I respectfully r mmsnd 

to the eonsiderstion of Judge Lsdd, as it shows conclusively that 
one needs more than " a life Ions; study and practice of law 
mid a knoSrledgS of the various systems of government" to 
demonstrate the power of religions hypnotism, ami to what ex- 
tent it has been used to divert the attention of the people from 
their rulers while they robbed and exploited them. 

The same author has issued another llt-cent pamphlet entitled 

"Landlords and Lobsters — the Creators of Imperial Wealth 

ami Religion," which I also commend to the Judge, as it outlines 
a system of govern men t so far superior in every r specl t.i his 
own. in that it contains no iucous : slcucies. ami in my opinion 
is the only safe slep for our pe .pie to lake in . rder to meet 

present conditions ami give any hope for future generations in 
tin preservation of popular government. 

In a later artie'e 1 shall take up MOM other points in JudgS 
l.add's outline of "a correct theory of government", and show 
their weakness as it appears to me. 

Meanwhile. I trust he will favor me with an answer to eome 

i f the questions herein propounded, for I believe he is honest 

in his desire to help the | pie out of the governmental swamp 

in which they are submerged, and this also is m'- own over- 
whelming: desire. 
Chicairo. III. 



MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



CHAPTER XIV 



Till-. RCMKDT. Ili>\\ nil WoiM.n PbOOBKBMM. I' m; UUSi; 

m.x Kabth. 



( I ly I »r. A. 1 1 Busman, i 

Wo aiv destined i" 'lie. There will hardly lie a person 
found who denies this truism, and yet there are people who 
deny the canoe ami believe thai every ilise.iso is curable. 
Conscientioui ami scientific physicians recognise the roper- 
ior power of nature ami oeknowledge tin- truth, bat the 
quaek promises the impossible, the cure of the incurable; 
uud while some Mi' is may believe hint, sensible people will 
infer from the fact that people continue to die from certain 
diseases, thai the great doctor is ■ humbug end that no 
remedy exists against 'loath. It is the tame with the social 
maladies of mankind; there are some thai may be cured 
and others for w 1 1 i » ■ 1 1 will never bo discovered a remedy. 
And any one pretending t" have found the arcanum that 
can If universally applied and will remove ill" ailments of 
society, is a quaek, whose chimerical theories Bud believers 
because the Impossibility of their application precludes the 
demonstration of their Impotency and worthlessness. If 
we cannot remove the cause, we cannot remove I he effect. 

We found two main causes nl* poverty, natural ami 

individual From the very nature <>f the Br*t named, it 
beoomea evident thai they lie beyond human control; as 
Long as HIV exists mi earth will the elements continue hos- 



tile to tin- work of human hands. The only relief for desti- 
tution arising from such causes is, ami will be forever, 
sympathy. The sum maxim holds g I in east - of congen- 
ita] defecti and deformities ; there is i ther ivmedy. 

There remain for consideration only the lauses com- 
prised within the tec ml group, arising front error- and 
faults of human nature, amenable to correction ami reform. 
These are individual faults, misproportion between popula- 
tion ami natural resources, ami matrimony, 

Individual faults may he divided again into lack of 
application, laziness or incapacity, and misuse of money, 
There is no power to amend these individual shortcomings 
iiml obviate the inevitable consequences in the struggle of 
existence, as little as there is any power t" prevent people 
from making had use of their money, If liny throw if 

away for luxuries, they cannot buy necessities; if they ex- 
pend it for happiness after death, the ehitreh. :he\ caunot 
derive any henelit from it mi earth. 

Regarding misproportion between physical force at dis- 
I'o-itioti ami the opportunities for its produt tive application' 
we Bnd that here also no power exists in regulate consiunp 
linn and production within the complex BystCllt of division 
of labor, ami nobody can be guaranteed the means of rob- 
listence in any place where they naturally 'I" not exi-t. 

Much les- than for one person eon the means of support he 
assured t" a whole family in a given place. 

Judging the actions of men from a natural point of view. 

we established a rational moral standard instead of sssum- 
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ing than to please or offend an imaginary being. Remain- 
boring iliiit a community i> oompowd of tingle individuals, 

it follows tluii everything ^ I of 1 mi* 1 mint be the result 

of man's good Of bad actions Of hi- errors. This latter \* 
a vcn important condition, because as we know, the effect 
of a deed i- [ndependenl of the intention. 

A- the result of the investigation of the social factors 
eompoaing the social problem, we arrive at the important 
iMHicliisic.ii thai there i> l>nt one way to solve it: "Kvtry- 
body must solre ilt< tocial attention /"/' him& If." beeauie 
there i- no other power to do it for liim. The question is 
composed of just as many single part- a- there are Individ- 
nab in the world and for each one of them th> solution of 
the problem of his own existence is hi- first nnd most im- 
portant taekj I kmaidering that individual existence rep- 
resents 1'iit a -mall fraction, numerically as welt as chronol- 
ogically, of species life, that we find society in i condition 
we are not responsible for, nor aide to ehangB without the 
oo-operatioq of other members, it follows that we perform 
OUT duty if we act in a manner that serves OUf own interest 
beat w ithout infringing upon the right of our neighbor. In 

tact, that is all a person can doj he cannot help it when 

other- make mi-take-, although he may decline to take ad- 
vantage of (heir ignorance. If this rule was followed by 
every one, the question would Ik- solved, a id tlie long 

dreamt of golden aire arrive, as far SB nature permits of 

such an ideal -tatc of happiness, Cm to d r duty we 

must first know it, and here lie- the difficulty, for nature 
has evidently built Up society n t on a moral, but on a 
mechanical basis, and it i- man who attaches Hitch llgnifi- 

eanee to the manifestations of physical law-. Look at 
Kurope; thousands of men, -laves of one person, ready to 
die for his ambition. Why, they don't know their place in 
nature. In a former chapter I related an anecdote of Fred- 
erick II and an old Mew^ and, strains- coincidence, found 
the same idea promulgated recently in the August copy of 
the Century afagaaine, in a story entitled "The White 
Crown." Here the author shsumes that through a wonder- 
ful, mysterious potency thai brutish horde- of monarehial 
Europe are all at once imbued with the spirit of reaaon ami 
humanity, and refuse to fight for their rulers. This is in- 
deed the way in which social progress is accomplished, 
with the slight difference only that thi- change from a 
brute, who has nothing human hut hi- shape, into a being 
which stands above the animal, take- place very slowly and 
gradually, that many generations pass away before any 
perceptible progress ha- been made in this direction. 

It i- told that the burgberfl of the ancient city of 

Nuremberg, in Germany, posaoaaert a wonderful contriv- 
ance, ;i funnel, by mean- of which thev were aide to infuse 
sense into the cranial vacuity of fool-. This is undoubtedly 
the moat valuable invent* n ever made and lost by mankind ; 

its re-discovery would >tart progress on ■ tremendous gait, 
To sum up the result of individual progress: Tin- sum of 
personal intellect is expressed in the social and political 
institution- of a nation; the life of a single individual, 



physical ami m ral. is the result of a preceding state and 

the cause of a future state of society. 

Often when we take up a revolutionary piper, of the 
red variety, we find their demands baaed on wrong and un- 
natural premises, on a perverted conception of the laws of 
society. A proclamation usually starts out with some 
commonplace generalities ; that god has created the earth 
for all ami intended for his children '«» equally share his 

gifts, etc What we know about the intentions of -rod and 

the creation of tl urtb ha- been discussed in a previous 

chapter and it i- Uaeless to waste any more word- about it. 
Next, the rich are charged with having Stolen or appropri- 
ated from the poor an undue share of the WOrldfJ goods, 
intended for all. Thi- brief sentence a ntains two big 
lies. In the first place, god ha- not created the wealth; 
man has done it himself by the work of hi- hand- and his 
brains, The countries inhabited by the richest nations 

produce almost nothing spontani sly for the support of 

men; where formerly a few thousand hunters and nomadic 
herders made a scant living, there are million, today oj- 
joying a higher form of life. The second lie is that a fa* 
per-, can w rench from the grasp of the people the wealth 
thev covet | Uch themselves, llllle-s it he their own fault. 

\- little as a single rider can dispose of thousands at his 
pleasure, if they arc id moral cowards, held in submiasive- 
ness by their ignorance and stupidity, just as impossible is 

it that one single person can appropriate the fruit of the 
labor of thousands of million-, if thev do not -urreuder it 

voluntarily. Social institutions which give one person 

the advantage' over others, could not exist without the 008 
sent of the majority. The truth is that the rich have not 

robbed the poor (which would he impossible if thev have 
nothing), hut have acquired their fortunes by industry, 
giving an equivalent for all thev possess, or by taking ad- 
vantage of social conditions which the people in their ignor- 
ance have -auctioned l.v the law. Since all wealth hits been 
created by the labor i f man. it i- absurd to maintain that 
a person coming into this world with nothing snd starting 
• Mil in search for an opportunity to apply his faculties, has 
contributed anything to tin- nation'- wealth or has a claim 
to the value produced hv . them, lint it i- true that he will 
sutler indirectly, that the facilities for productive labor 
mii-i he diminished when the land i- owned and the chan- 
nels of commerce he controlled l.v some one else. How- 
ever, this oai t he avoided, for the simple reason that no 

two persons can stand in the same place, Tim-, a person is 
compelled to seek a field for his labor him elf, because 
there is no state, no person, who can play 'he role of prov 
idenee for him. And those, who from one cause or the 
other, have fallen to the rear in the race for the golden 

.-up, would act more commendable if thev fought the battle 

of life alone to the grave and did not perpetuate the curse 
..f poverty upon the innocent children. They muat remem- 
ber that people are | ' through the in-criilal.le law- of 

nature, their parents' or their own fault. Ilowover, pe pie 

are more inclined to listen io the false teaching!) of religiou, 
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because they are more in aceordanee with b desire i<> gratify 
their natural instincts iin<l remove the moral responsibility. 
Though they may quiet their conscientious scruples, they 
cannot aver the inevitable mechanical consequences -want. 
Too late they find owl that providence does not eome \» 
their assistance and that the Christian love which the fre- 
quenters of the churches profess i" entertain for their breth- 
ren, is nothing but idle lie and humbug. In fact, the 
principle is wrong; charity cannot produce the means of 
subsistence for an unlimited number of people, trad it must 

be tl bjeel of reform t<> make ii entirely unnecessary. 

Ii shall nut U' denied that persons endowed with sympathy 
are i'<>un<l among the church members as well as among 



I literals, but the majority profess religion because it is far 
easier ami cheaper to lay all the blame and responsibility 
for defective ami unjust social institutions to an imaginary 

god, than tn con tribute one's own -hare to the reform of 
society. The poor people must always hear in mind that 

the rich 0W8 their success Dot to the reliance «m a super- 
natural providence, but to their own exertions under favor- 
able circumstances. The mora people learn t<i rely on them- 
selves ami not <»n powers that do not oxi-t. the better they 

will he ahle to solve both part- of the social question, to do 

their duty towards themselves ami towards] society. 
( To he continued, i 



Why I Reject the Bible 



Answer Given to Question Put by a De- 
vout Believer in the Christian 
Fetich. 



(i:.v A. C. Narafon.) 
My purpose in writing this letter is ii> 
set forth sty views soneerning the inspira- 
tion of the Bible and some reasons why 
I reject the Old ami New Testaments as 

the word oi Hod. This letter is especially 

dedicated ti> my good friend, William Lu- 
ther Btee, sad he is at liberty to allow 

any friend to read it, who may wish In do 

SO. 

The universe is s tremendous mystery, 

beyond the power of human intellect to 

fathom it. It is said, "In the beginning 
God CREATED the heavens ami the 
earth." Scientific men are saying that 

the universe hail no beginning; that il al- 
ways existed; that it is unlimited, that it 
has no boundaries, ami sonseojuently no 
center or eireumference. To MAKE a 
thing is to fashion ii out of materials al- 
ready at hand. To CREATE a thing is to 
produce it out of nothing; bonce I do not 
believe In the story of Adam ami Eve in 
the Garden of Eden, The human race 
existed thousands of years before Adam 
was made, about 6,000 years ago. In 
the museum al Harrisburg, Pa., are 3,000 
tablets dug up from the mine of the old 
city of Nippur in Asia, and 'lie history of 

that country is written on hose tablets, 

■bowing a dense population a 1 Hie very 
time when Adam was supposed to appear 
on the scene. That alone is sufficient to 
shatter the whole Adam scheme, as well 
as the fall of man into -in. Il is a fable 
and not a scientific faet. In older to patch 

up that mistake, tl logians hatched up 

i lie scheme of the atonement, and Jesus 
Christ was brought forward ami crucified 

on the cross to reinstate the human race 



from their fall. Well, after all this had 
taken place, (lie human race was allowed 
lo ge ahead and multiply for 2,000 years, 
when all at once God repeuled thai he 
had ever made man, and bsc a— S they did 
not act as he thought they would, he pro- 
reeded to drown I hem all, except Noah 
and his family, for I heir w ielo dncss. That 
Hood continued on I he earth tor loll days 

(Ave n the.) God eummanded Noah to 

build an ark, and lo gather male anil fe- 
male of every living (feature into the ark. 
Just how Noah sattghl all these animals 
ami birds and inseeis ami snakes is not 
revealed in the star*. The text says that 
all the high hills on the earth were cov- 
ered with water. This must have been 
so. for the ark rested on the top of Ml. 
Arraral, which is at least 'J 3-4 miles high 
(measured by Humboldt.) The text -ays 
"the Waters finally assuaged." Where 
did they SSSUage tof They did DOt evapo- 
rale and leave the earlh, as I he law of 

gravitation prevents anything from leav- 
ing the earlh. How did the animals and 
birds survive after limy were turned out 
of the ark.' Everything on the face of 
the earth was swept swa) snd destroyed. 

A theologian will tell you that Hod was in 

the miracle business at that lime. Il re- 
quired a miracle to bring the water and 
another lo take it away, ami still another 
miracle to produce food for I he living 
creatures when they were turned out on 
that bleak ami barren mountain. All 
scientific men deny Hie operation of mira- 
cles; they know lhal I he law- of nature. 

the law of gravitation f mual he sue) led 

before a miracle can he performed. That 
is Hie story that I he church has held up 
for 1.000 years as being one of Hod's 

greatest performances. That story may- 
be inspired, bill il is not true; il never 

happened. 



In tee destruction of the city of Sodom 
ami Gomorrah, when Hod rained tire and 
brimstone upon them ami burned them 
up, we have a tine argument between 
Abraham ami Hod. Abraham insisted 
that there were many good P* Ofds in the 
cities and il would not be fair to kill all 
the "rood ones, in order to catch the had 
ones. Hod fixed I he number of good ones 

in the city ai 50 persons, but upon Inves- 
tigation Abe could not Bad so many : so 
he talked the Lord into dropping to 41); 
but Abe eon Id not find so many, and then 
down to 20, but they could not be found. 
So Hod finally said if you cannot Snd W 
(.'ooil ones then I will let loose the brim 
stone. Abe could not find even ten. so 
destruction took place. Lot lived in that 
city. He was a broiler to Moses. Abra- 
ham told Lot and his wife and his two 

daughters to take to the mountains and 

imt dare look back; but Mrs. Lot was af- 
flicted wilh the w. man's •uriosity. and 
when she turned to look back to see how 
Hie fireworks were progressing, she has 
was turned iulo a pillar of sale. (Read 

the Itth chapter of flsnsais ) 

Now. honor bright, what kind of a Hod 
would stop to truckle with a man about 
some important thing he wanted to do? 
Sounds like boys' play. The people over 
in Asia had heard much said by the .lews 
about heaven and hell. (The Jewish hell 
meant Hie grave, hades; they knew noth- 
ing about the Christian hell, where souls 
arc burned forever and forever.) So they 
decided lo build .1 FOWCT Up to heaven. 

that they might learn something about the 

place without fin! dying to get there. 

The lexl says, that "all he | pie on 

Hie earlh al that lime spake he same lan- 
guage Do you believe there ever was a 
time when all the people sp >ke the same 
lanyuaLTc .' Ii is not true now and was 
not then. Hod's anger was kindled about 
thai time and he decided lo put a stop 
lo the building of the tower, ami he con- 
fused their to namOS, so that every man 

spoke a different language; and wr-- the 
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■OSS would issue an order not a man knew 
a durned word he said, and the hoss did 
not know what I hey said to him. So they 
gave up tin' enterprise. The tower is 
known as the lower of Babel. And that 
i- how (lie different languages and dialects 
— several hundreds of them— MM about, 
lines that story appeal to your reason? 

Old man Jonah was ordered by Jehovah 
to go over to Ninevah to preach. The old 
man did not want to go; it was a three- 
days' journey ; 500 miles as the bird would 

fly. S41 he decided he would not go. but 
he started down towards the east eossl of 

the Mediterranean Bee to take ■ boat ride, 

but on his way he became very sleepy and 
sat down by the roadside and fell into a 
dSOp sleep. When lie waked next BK) ru- 
ing he found a great gourd plant had 
1 wn up during the night and it over- 
shadowed him. A large worm attacked 
the plant immediately and the plant soon 

withered and died. Of course, Qod pre- 
parad the gourd and the worm to show the 
old man that he must not disobey the oom- 
mand of the Lord, donah got busy and 
went down to the little town of Joppa, 
where boats «li<l their trading with the 
people in that section. The old man climb- 
ed aboard the lirst boat that cleared the 
port BOOH after the start, a great storm 
came up and the sailors baao wlf alarmed 
knew that some evil genius was on the 
boat; so they drew cuts to decide who 
should be cast into the sea to quiet the 
storm: Jonah drew the unlucky card and 
was east overboard. A great fish swal- 
lowed him. and he was in the maw of that 
lish for three .lays and three nights, when 
the fish cast him upon dry land. To gal 
around the absurdity of this story, Dr. 

Talraadge laid the man might have rested 

in the mouth id' the fish and not been 
swallowed at all. If that WOTS true. BOW 
did the man get air t<. breathe? Another 
miracle. 

Elijah was a bald-headed prophet of the 
Lord. Forty-two children were playing 

aronnd his home, and in their childish 

glee they pointed their Bngsrs at him and 

called him "old haldhead: ; " and to 
BveBge this prophet's dignity tbs Lord 
prepared two she-hears which attacked 

these children and tore them to pieces,- - 
all of them. Did Ood cause the children 
!•> -land still until 1 arh <uic'- turn came 
to be lorn to pieeeS 1 If he did not, then 
the |tory is absurd. The children would 

have scampered in every direction and the 

bears would have gotten but few of them, 

The story sounds mors like the work of s 

brutal SSVSgS than the work of a loving 
Qod. Who can believe ihis absurd story 
to be true.' Moses saw God on .Mt. Sinai 
and talked with him face to face, saw 
Ood in a burning bush. What kind of a 
(iod would be nestling in a bush which 



was on lire? It is not credible by an in- 
telligent man. 

Klisha was taken to heaven in a shark)) 
of tire. Again the law of gravitation was 

suspended. Another miracle was perform- 
ed. 

Joshua commanded the sun to stand 
still for the space of lour hours while he 
made war against the Philistines, and kill- 
ed many hundreds of them. The machin- 
ery <i| the universe cannot be made to Stop 
at the nmaad of any man or any god. 

The prophet Esekisl met up with some 
wood-choppers, where a tree had been fell- 
ed SSroSS a deep stream of water. While 

chopping off the limbs the sxs Hsu off the 

handle and sunk In the bottom of the 
si n am. /eke took a little stick and struck 
the surface of the water, and the axe 

Boated to the top so thai the axe-man 

could get it. Iron being heavier than wa- 
ter, the axe could not lloat except by 
miracle. Do you believe that happened.' 
About four years ago, Dr. ( adman, pas 

tor of the Metropolitan If. B. Church, of 
New foril (Sty, read a papsr before a 
meeting of 400 preachers, with Bishop An- 
drews in the chair. In the course of Ins 
speech he said the time ha I come when 
the church must cease to hold up the old 
Bible stories as the inspired word of Hod, 
for the reason that those stories are un- 
reasonable ami unbelievable by intelligent 
men. He advised ihctu to leave out of 
their preaching the fall of man in the gar- 
den of Kden, the story of the Hood, the 
story of Dot's wife, the building of the 
tower of Mabel, and the confusion of 
tongues, Jonah and the whale, etc. 

In the Corsgoing discussion I have not 

touched the fiendish cruelties and savagery 
practiced against the people of Jehovah's 
armies, by direct command of (iod. It was 
tin 1 study of these ihings that caused un- 
to reject the Christian religion as a divine 
institution. Bad as the Old Testament 
is, with its savagery, murders, incest,, hu- 
man slavery, the brutal, fiendish barbari- 
ties committed by the siddicrs of Cod's 
armies, debauching the young girls whom 
they Captured, throwing stoics into their 
pure while breast--, dragging men under 
toothed harrows and countless other crime 
ami most of these outrages done by t In- 
direct orders of Jehovah, it is still not as 
bad as the New Testament. For the 
Cod Jehovah I have no respect. With the 
millions of miles searched out by the pow- 
erful telescopes, no such creature has been 
found, If he is needed anywhere, he is 
needed here. lie is described as having 
hands, a brain, feel, arms, eyes and mouth; 
he talked to Moses and to Satan ill Job's 
case, and yet he is described as having 
neither body or parts. Kor this (iod I 

have SSpset, neither do I believe thai 

he is in the world. For I he New Testa- 



ment, I will say that 1 have no faith in 
its divinity. Nobody knows who wrote 
the manuscripts that compose the New 
Testament. Those manuscripts were not 
divided into verses or punctuated until 
the fifteen century. Jesus never wrote n 
line of the testament. 

The reason why [ say the New Testa- 
ment is worse than the old is Ihis: The 
old does not threaten us with everlasting 

puBishment; the new pr Isss to engulf 

every human being who does not believe 
and is not baptized, into a hell of lire and 
brimstone. 1 Utterly despise that fiendish 
dogma and I defy il. It is a lie and was 
concocted by the priests to scare the people 
into the church and make them willing to 
give up their cash. There has been no 
crime too fiendish for the Christian to 
commit. Tin- nick, the giblcl, the dun- 
geon, the Warning torch, the murdering of 

thousands of women supposed to be witch- 
es, all these instruments of torture were 
invented by the pious ami over-zealous 
Christian savages. The church would still 
kill the heretics if it dared to do it. hut 
the Infidels have called a halt on that gra- 
cious pastime They no loBgCT dare to 

kill people for their belief. There sre 
hut few intelligent people now who believe 

in (he immaculate conception of Jesus 

Christ. If he existed at all, he was con 

Seived and born of human father and 

mother. A belief in the supernatural is a 

superstition; everything that ever existsd 

or happened was due to a natural cause. 
All the Qods that were ever set up were 

devised by the human brain, including 

Jehovah. All the devils and demons, 
gliosis ami fairies, heavens and hells are 
the inventions of the human race. Science 
knows nothing of these things. Science is 
I he only sav ior of mankind. Lovs and 
work, and the happiness derived therefrom 
are the chief end of mankind. 
Canal Dover, 0. 



SOUL SIGHT DEVELOPED. 



(The Chaplain in a developing factory.) 
I delved beneath the mailer of ihis bodv 

of this body here of mine, 
And had my "soul developed" in a power 

superfine; 

So I see the hidden meaning of those who 

ply their trade 
On the great unthinking masses for the 

money they have made. 

I saw (he sumptuous quarters ami tapes 

tries galore. 
And a sweel -faced little Woman wearing 

diamonds, near the doorj 

Then my "soul" was high developed in a 

power there and then 
As I saw the little spider 'wailing victims 

in her den. 



Presumptions 

i 

Will Thrust Themselves upon Public Gath- 
erings in an Effort to Foster 
Ancient Fables upon I Passive 
Multitude. 



(By Warren s. Dean.) 

Some time ago ire noted the birthday 
obsorrsncoi of some of the moat honored 
citizens lit' the American nation] and per- 
haps now it will ii"t be oul of place to re- 
ciird mmim <if i he imprewioni thai we 
have gained from them. 

In regard to obeervaneee of Lincoln'! 
birthday, toe occasion ealled the writer 
with many othere to hear and iee how In 
keeping with thoee prineiplee he held most 
dear through life. Arriving at the Open 

Bouse before many had gathered, we wen 

gratified to sec how appropri it n the decor- 

stions had bean arranged for tli iso- 

sion. From wine si rung aaroai tli«' room 
wen tuapened a number of hearti of dif- 
ferent si zes in the tints of our national 
colors; not the symbols of slavish minds, 
but something that impreeaea us with the 

feeling thai then arc many, kindly, hon- 
est natures in this world willing I" it and 

for the unaelflah endeavor »f those who 
are trying to make belter conditions for 
all in this life. And as we noted the rem- 
nant of thoM who went forth at the call 
of their beloved President to do their part 
in battle so that we might have a nation 

free from the mirae of chattel slavery, we 

thought of the few short years in which 
their OWH life work would he done, and 

soon to follow their eomrades to their long 

Test. 

Hut we BOOH discovered some of the 
discords that usually work I heir way into 

such gatherings that loving hearts have 
sailed together for the purpoaa of se nt- 

ing the love we ha\e for these who gave 
their lives up to free their fellow beings 

from bondage. 

In the Invocation of the Reverend gen- 
tleman, he ended his supplicat ions w ith 
the Lord prayer. As we listened and 
noted some of his slavish, mOSninglctSS 
phrases, wo also noted those words that 
by past and present cvciils had a far- 
reaching meaning to them. That part 
which Says, "Give us this day our daily 

bread," (interpreted in the light of the 

lives and acts of the priesthood) means 

•jive us a comfortable living for nothing 

in return. 

And "Forgive our trespasaes as are for- 
give thoM who trespass against us." 
reads thus: Our trespass against others is 
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of Priestcraft 



done for the Lord's sake, and those WOO 
doubt or transgress our divine ( .') beliefs 
their conditions will lie made so disagree- 
able for them that they will have no wish 
to trespass against us. 

There was much that reminded us of 
the kindly, loving, nnsolflsll acts of our 
martyred President ;<i thai meeting, but 

the purposes of the priesthood uere plain- 
ly to be seen, with the blind or willing en- 
dorsement of the gcnerel public. With 

sober relleelii.il. we now note the numer- 
ous efforts of tin' advocates of mental sla- 
very to get into the linielisrbl on nearly 
every occasion where the people POM I to- 
gether for the purpose "i' keeping green 

the memory of those who have done so 
much to abolish slavery dragging in their 

ancient ignorance and faJael da, whose 

leeching! in the past and present tine, 
coupled with human selfishness, is the 

greatest curse to truth, freedom and pro* 

grass of the human race. 

The timely ami able article of Judge 

I'arish B. Ladd in the Blade of Feb. 21, 

should be noted by all lovers of menial 
liberty; in part of which he says:, 

"Should these conspirators succeed, we 
shall have church and stale united;; the 
church In dictate the laws a id the obedi- 
ent state to enforce them, as in the dark 
ages. This nefarious band of conspirators 
hnasls that it has already brought within 

ii< fold all of the qnaai-religinm organisa- 
tional and it is in w at work to capture 
the labor unions. No man who prizes per- 
sonal liberty) and knows for what it 
slamls. should allow himself to imdensti 
mate the strength and despeiale character 
of this band of plunderers, lliis so-called 

National Reform Association. Better that 

all go down in a s» rmrgle than to submit 
to slavery at the hands of lliis raHgiooa 
fanaticism." 

Judge Ladd is one of the few men who 
fully realizes the power and purpoM of 

the hypocritical schemers, whose power 

and wealth have not been derived from 
the following of useful work and those 
things that call for truth and honest up- 
rightness between man and man, but by 
the teachings of delusions ami falsehoods 

of ancient ignore I , whose advocates 

have in the past imposed their brutal 
oonducl upon helpless people, with the ig- 
norant, passive cowardice of the masses, 

whose highest thoughts seem solely I" be 
the pursuit of the Almighty Dollar. 

Delhi, X. Y. 



f 

Abdul Hamid and God 



(By Harold Manning.) 

When we compare the criminal records 
Hi Abdul Hamid. the late Saltan of Tur- 
key, ami God Almighty, supposed ruler of 
the universe, we must instantly arrive at 
I hi' conclusion that Abdul is the better 
man. Such a comparis u presents many 
difficulties, as we are not well supplied 
with authentic material in either case. 

Abdul Hamid saeended the throne of 

Turkey at the age of 1>(> years, after caus- 
ing his brother's assassination. He im- 
mediately hid himself away from the sight 
of his subjects and bsgM a h ideotis reign 
of crime. We don't know at what age 
God Almighty ascended the throne of the 
Universe or who preceded him. but we 
have little doubt that God owes his throne 
in the assassin's knife. God, like Abdul, 
hid away from his loyal subjects and be- 
gan his unparalleled reiun of crime. He 
has been so exclusive that his full name 
is not known. It is supposed he murder- 
ed his father (Iodic XII. and took the 
God XIII. 

Hut let us return to Abdul Hamid. As 
soon as he was Irmly sealed on his throne 
Abdul rolled up his sleeves and plunged 
his hands into his people's blood. Mas- 
sacres ami executions began and continued 
during his whole nign. The blood of 

two hundred tl sand victims stains his 

record. ltut at last even the ignorant, 
brutal Turks grew tired of bloodshed and 
Abdul was ipiicklv dethroned. (iod's 

bloody reign still continues. Uncounted 

millions have perished during his reign. 
The blood he has shed in this little world 
alone would till every lake, river ami ocean 
of the earth. Kart hqiiakcs and tidal waves 
have amused him. l-'irts. plag DCS and wars 
have delighted him. He has murdered 
millions, lie has shaken down great cit- 
ies. He has committed every kind of 
crime, livery year he grows worse. At 
present his favorite amusement! are earth- 
quakes. Bow many cities will he destroy 
before he liuds another SmilSSIIIQIlt f His 
reign will last as hum ;»s evil exists. The 

savage Turks dethroned Abdul Hamid, but 

God still rciirns. Abdul Hamid had mur- 
dered 200.000 persons. God has killed his 
millions. Abdul is a prisoner, haled by 
all mankind, but Cod still roiirns, ami is 
loved by many. 
Ml. Vernon, 0. 

One That Encourages. 

WATER VALLEY, X. V. if l have 

my health will pay you inside of three 

weeks for a year. JOEL BICKOX. 
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is CHRISTIANITY CHRISTIAN I 



In ;i recent address before tlx- Peace Conference, ;it Lake 
Mohonk, the famous Chinese dipktnat, \Vn Ting Fang, 
discussing peace, very abruptly t"l<l his bearers, 1 1 • : 1 1 
"whenever the Christian Church became Christian, war 
would cease." 

While the statement may be oonaidered unpalatable for 
Christian minds, we are of the opinion thai the speaker 
has incorrectly stated the issue. As a matter of Feet, the 
Christian Church has ever been Christian, and nothing 
else. Ii was Christian in the days of Constant iue, Christ 

iaii under Clement, Christian thi gh ail the dark ages, 

Christian under the 'lav- of the Inquisition, Christian at 
the time of Luther's revolt, Christian under Henry VIH.j 
Christian in the days <>l* the Puritan fathers, ami it i- 
Christian today. War is not contrary to christian teach* 
ing, aiel it i- certainly mrappori with Christian practice, 
lint for tin- sword there would l»e no Christtajp Church in 
existence today. According to the New Testament record 
of the central figure of the Christian system; lie told his 
bearers that if they bad not a sword, to sell their garments 
j,i„1 buy "tie. A- a sword i- used for no other purpose 
than war. it is presumed that Jesus intended his followers 
t<> fight, it' need be, ami to kill, it' necessary, to propagate 
faith in himself. When the Christian Church oeasos to 



luster ami encourage war, it will cease tn he Christian, 
ami not till. 

We are aware that professing Christians have sought to 
give a so-called spiritual interpretation t<> the utterance 
referred i", ami would encourage a belief that the sword 
the hearers of JesUS were told to buy, was a mental swonL 
fur purposes of argument only, ami not for physical eon- 
Hiet l!ni for ages the quotation was used t«> kindle a war- 
like spirit in christian breasts, t<> influence them against 
the Infidel, ami to prove that armed force was uol un- 
christian when used in the mime of their god. 

It is a well-known fact that the mosl warlike nations on 
earth are the so-calle<l Christian nations. Immense navies 

ami big standing armies menace the peace of the world. 
Fancied superiority induces a trial in the art of profession* 
al murder. Ministers of the gospel pray over, and hless in 
the name ..f their god, every engine of destruction, every 
implement of w ar now in nee, or in use during ages gone 
by. They accept pay from the public treasury for these 

barbarous ami hi (thirsty service-. When appointments 

of naval or army chaplains are to he made, seel fights 

against sect, preacher against preacher, for the sake of 
(.reference ami the easily earned cash. Instead of declar- 
ing against war, these preachers encourage it for the sake 
of revenue, ami this is ami has been essentially a Christian 
practice. 

Wn Ting Fang must not assume that Christianity i j 

what it pretends to be, The church.'- and lects an- rent 
ill twain over disputes concern in"' the -opposed founder ol 
their faith. Professions of a mere belief are insutheient 
Belief along doctrinal lines is all that the se.-ts demand. 

Physical violence has ever been their great bulwark. Hu- 
manizing influences have seriously leavened the erstwhile 
Chri-tian spirit War and worship went hand in hand 

along the pathway of the christian march to power. Boodle 
ami boycott, flattery ami ostracism, aver the weapons of 
fo..|s, are made the -lock iii trade ..f Christian advocates 
today. 

Wars ..f defense may ■ •times become a political neces- 
sity, hut Christian nations are renowned for their wars of 
conquest only. The christian powers were allied sgsinsl 

China but a few years ago, ami while apparently mm 

belligerent during the Russo-Japanese war, all the christ- 
ian nations gave a secret sympathy ami a silent support t<> 
Russia during that conflict, for the only reason that Russia 
was Christian ami Japan a pagan nation. 

War has ever heen the bridge over which the Christian 
Church has trod to power. When it ceases to advocate war 

it will become Humanitarian ami cease to !»■ christian. 
In the "bible" days, god actually took a part in war. Al 

least, so it was believed. To do as their nod hail done could 

he no sili to the Christian mind, ami swords stained with 

human blood, have been blessed and sanctified by the phar 
asaical hypocrites who "talk" of peace, hut encourage war. 
Tin- Christian Church has consistent |y been a fomonter of 
strife anion);- men, and ibis breeds war. 
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RELIGION PAST AND PRESENT. 

Christian spologista claim much for the religion! system 
■aid to bave been founded by the -I • -w i ~l i carpenter, because 
of it- miracles, its supposed fuliUhnenl of prophecy, and its 
sge, i>r great antiquity. By frequent onalaugfati from the 
iligher Critieiam the miraculous has been disisumtenaneed 
and its prophetic element oompletely shattered. Ilany of 
its ao-oalled miracles Bnd prototype! in oth r religion*, 
while its most oheriahed propbeeiea have been ihown to 
have no bearing upon Christian issues. 

When we consider the age of Christianity proper, it 
must be admitted that it bi a comparatively new religion 
compared with numereui oth r systems, The religions of 
Brahma, in India ; of Osiris and 1 sis, in Egypt ! of 1 hrmnxd 
in Persia; Confucianism in China; to say nothing of the 
Innumerable cults surrounding the .lews, all antedate the 
christian religion itself, although claims are made that 
carry it I >:•<-!< t<> the Qaneaak period, or i>> an epoch ap- 
proximately >i* thousand yean ago. And yet, old a< 
Christianity may be, it Is '"it an eeleetie religion, or m 
religion made up of many Ider religions, parts and por- 
tions being taken from each, so thai there i» absolutely 
nothing original about it save in ii> infamies and iniquities 
practiced throughout tbe centuries. 

The Christian liases his claims of a divine religion upon 
the assumption that the Jews wore the people specially 
cliiisi n of god as instruments of special creation and a 
channel through which be might be able to omivey a sup 
posed and fictitious revelation to underneath posterity. 
Were this claim true, it would necessarily follow thai the 
.lews would bave been tbe moat enlightened of all peoples 
contemporary with them. History reveals the painful fact 
for Christian advocates, thai they were the most savage- and 
Ignorant Bide by side with the -lews there flourished a 
prosperous and powerful people, attaining a degree of 
civilisation unknown i" bible writers, upon whom and for 
whom the Jehovah of tbe bible had never dropped a kind 
word. Even in thai remote period philosophy was not urn 
known. The statesmen of the age were as far above 1 1 * * - 
average Jewish writer, from whom the Christian scriptures 
have been derived, as tbe light of the sun i- above thai 
of a tallow candle, and ii i- sheerest folly to assume thai 
an intelligent deity desiring n transmit an intelligent 
mcsiagn to bis creatures would bave selected the moat 

bar baric people I'*' could find as his medium of i 

munication, 

For pure philosophy there is nothing in either the old or 
new testament that can possibly surpass, or even equal, 
some of the precepts advanced by Ptah llotep, an Egyptian 
King, who ruled about 8366 before Christ Among them 
may !»«' found some of the best thoughts ever committed to 
writing, and from them we are bound to infer that these 
people were far older than the Jews in point of antiquity, 
for we And them well organised, with a strong form of 
government :l " attractive literature, all the outgrowth of 



centuries of experience, study and learning. What many 
antiquarians claim to be the oldest known I k in exist- 
ence i> called the Prisse Papyrus, now in the Dibliotheque 
Rationale, in Paris Translations of the ancient Egyptian 
monarch's writings have brought the following, which we 
quote here with approval : 

••Mm be composed, in trouble smile on fate;; 
Let peace be yours when other- agitato, 
For they who labor with unrufled calm, 
These men succeed, they carry off the palm." 

Fully obeyed and honestly lived up to. those four lines 
contain the sum and substance of human life and living, 
't i- philosophy, sociology, humanity, naturalism, all com- 
bined. No known religion contains aught more admirable. 
It suggests, by inference, that every drone in Humanity's 
rasl hive should h<- made to foal how small he is. while to 
the worker i- due the greatest reward. Better still, this 
reward is to be immediate, in the here and now, and if not 
to be deferred f r sonic other fancied tphere of which no 
knowledge can he gleaned. And Mill Letter, it is pure 
Freethought In every generation the writers and think* 
ers, lenders and speakers, teacher- and advocates in the 
ureal army of Freethought have urged similar doctrines 

at the only possible salvation of the ra.-e. It is a material- 
istic philosophy in which the alleged spiritual is Ignored 
altogether. Gods are slighted, heavens and hells are given 
ii thought no consideration. Those lines are addressed 
to man alone; I hey are intended for man and lay down 
the whole of man's duty to man. 

Considering the bright and cheering philosophy here 
advanced, the remote antiquity of the aye in which it was 
written, it- claims are vastly superior to any Christian 
claims, ami it i- head and shoulders in practical wisdom 
over ami above anything the christian system can advance 
or suggest 

Between the philosophies of the past and those of the 
present, myriads of doctrines have bean taught 'be great 
bulk of which have been lost in the obliterating waters of 
Father Time. Bo it has been thai for each new stop for- 
ward we have taken in intellectual thought, discordant 

theories have hi en silenced and the brightest and hest left 
for man to enjoy. His capacity to enjoy depends largely 

upon temperament The means to enjoy .Iocs not Imply 

that the capacity is there also. Through selected fables 

m j \ i • 1 1 in child! I's plastic ag« many a mind i- warped to 

-itch an extent that ii is nnahle ko perceive the eternal 

justice in natural harmony. 
According to i tow notions, and they may he right 

wine improves with age, hut the older the Christian relig- 
ion becomes the more does it appear a ridiculous fallacy. 

creating foolish divisions among the people of the same 
nation over mere absurdities, non-essentials, 
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M ENTA1 ATTITUDES. 



Only timid ami frightened creatures need ■ moral prop 
njHjn which to K an for support 

Mental Strength and moral worth demands no support, 
and be who poaMMM both need not be afraid to stand alone. 

The story of a enieitied Mvioi is offered U a prop to 
moral an<l mental weaklings, 'i' nam are afraid to let 

go leal they Jail. Habit's ehaim are >o -iron:: that they hold 

111 with mm OUT being COUIoiotU of the tact that we arc 
htiM held. By and by, we see something which Wfl do- 

sire, hut just a little beyond the limit of "in- chain-, ami 

how keenly do we realize that we are being held. 

Get rid of tboM ehaim! In oaiting theni oil', do not 
replace them by othen even though thty are of a different 

pattern and newer design-, fof reinemher, tiny are still 
chains. Once you have discarded the moral prop, and 
learned to stand fearlessly alone, y.m will find that yOM 
never did actually need it. If at first you tall, MMne one 
will pick you up and give you a start, iuid, in the course of 
time, yon will learn the art of sell -reliance. 

.Mental cripples, mental weaklings, mental degenerates, 
all stand in need "I a crutch. 'Hay underestimate the 

strength of manhood. They decry persona] endeavor. The 
only remedy is u> build your own mental bouaa to suit 
yourself. Ask permission of no priest or preacher. If 

you do you will he sure to build on an insecure foundation. 

Learn to think and you have learned to live. Thinking 
is life .Mental death ensues when we depend upon another 
thinking for us. Every man and woman ha- courage enough 
to pass through a day, hut we must also learn how to greet 
the morrow. We eannot win -miles for ourselves, if we 
have only frowns for other-. Today may not see every 
hojK5 fulfilled, hut with tomorrow*.- nin you may see the 
happier day.- begin. A- George Horace Lorimi r onc e mid: 

"Remember that when you're right von can afford to 

keep your temper, and that when you're WTOttg you eau't 

afford to lose it." 

Then as we go through life we will find that it i- a diffi- 
eult feat to get even with one who fails to realize that we 
are mad at him. We may all owe debts, hut the greatest 
debt we owe Humanity i- that of affection. A careful 
accounting might -how many entries against our names on 
the wrong Side of the ledger. Let your guiding star he to, 
"Smile awhile, and while you -mile another mile.-, and 
soon there's mile- and mile- of -mile-, and life'l worth 
while, if you'll only smile."' 

THE I- ATK JUDGE C, a WAITL. 

Special memorial -en ice- will lie held in the Whitney 

Opera House, Chicago, III., Sunday, June 6th, at :; o'clock 

in the afternoon, in boo r •>(' the bite Judge Charles 15. 
Waite, admittedly one of the foremost Lp , ihinkel-s in 
America of his lime. Judge C. C. Kohlsaal will preside, 
and the principal address will be delivered by John Emer- 
I0H Roberta, the noted Liberal lecturer of Kan-a- City, .Mo. 



Cm- friend- residing in Chicago and vicinity -hould make 
an effort to he pre.-ein and thus do honor to the memory 
of the dead scholar. 



THE REVIVAL EPIDEMIC. 



Poor old Lexington ! 

When will her people learn that they are periodically 
victimized out of hundred.- id' dollars by a gang of wander- 
ing tramps who pose as professional soul-savers '. 

What an easy mark Lexington is netting to bo I 

Once every year she is worked to a frazzle by men who 
bave no interest in her welfare, isve for the cash they can 
rake in and carry away. 

The Brooks Brothers bave been brought to this city again 
under a contract with the Campbell ite Church, and alter 
i in' week'- agonizing, preaching a burning bell tor the un- 
repenting -inner, they have succeeded in winning back to 
the church fifteen backsliding youngsten and made the 

astounding discovery that the sal is arc actually ojten on 

Sunday. 

From current new-paper reports it appear- that these 
men descended from the high pinnacle assigned to god's 
ministers, abandoned the saving of souls, and became pri- 
,aii detectives. They gained entrance into some saloons 
bj pretending to be that which tiny were not, practiced 
deception and fraud, and securing some whiskey in bottles 
carried them in triumph to the revival platform, where 
they were used as an illustration and a horrible example. 

We make no attempt to defend the sal ion keeper-. 
Whiskey may lie a good thing to let done, but that i- not 
the question here being eonaidered. Lexington was enjoy- 
in- an epoch of peace ami contentment. Her people were 
satisfied with existing local condition-. \< ( complaints 
were heard. A peaceful calm, like gossamer upon a summer 
-ea, had settled over the community. Hut the Brooke 

Brothers came. If they have a home it is not known. .Now 
i he city i- in a turmoil and tilled with strife. Neighbor is 
being -el against neighbor. Prosecutions are lteing 

threatened. The community is divided. Threats are 

made to ride these fakirs out of the city mi a rail. Re- 
taliation is promised. All tlii- in the name of the ( 'hristian 
religion and for the sake of getting ready ca-h. 

From a Christian view point we may infer that if the 
Lord did not vvi-li men to drink liquor he would not allow 
it to be made. 

How blessed i- the name of religion and how mighty 
ire its ministers: 



EDITORIAL P0TP0URI. 



\V< arc pleased to snnounes that the splendid little brochure, 

by President Otto Wettsteln, of tin 1 Materialist Assoeisti sn- 

titled "The Ax in the Knot, or a God impossible in Nature," 
delivered before the Bret annual eonventkra at ( anal Dover, 
September last , ami published in the Blsde, will by the time 

ilii- issue is in ths Bands el' its readers, In- on its way In bead- 
quartan, ready for distribution. It .should be spread broadcast 
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fill o'er llie land, far it is the Ixsl effort of its BUtbof OB this 

Important subject, Writ* t" Otto Wettateiu, Lb Orange, llli- 
nois, or in Buss Howry Bliven, Box 7(i, Brooklyn, Conueetieutt. 

• • • 

The manuscript of Dr. Hausman'a fortheoming bunk is bo* a 

little more than two-thirda in type. The e ire advance Into 

Ita pages the mors valuable and interacting ii booomss Iti 
superb criticism of the church in general and *Chriatianlty in 
particular, its pointed and well-poised argument, makes ii one 
■ •I' tlu* iikisi valuable emit ributimis In Fred bought propagandic 
literature the world lias witnessed In the laal twenty-five yean. 
Ninety-eight subscriptions thereto have already been made in 
advance of iis puhlieation, ami a> ere arc ai a heavy exp e nse In 
publiahing it, we inisi our frienda ami readera who appreciate 
tin- ••Hurt, will sec ihiit it secures a wide distribution. Send 
> our ordara In now. U'r pre-pay pootage un all advance sub- 
scriptions. After puhlieation it will cost twenty-five aeuta 
additional. 

• * • 

•lusi a word aboul onr subscription list. We arc boping that 
the current year, at iis eloae, will witness Iwieo as huge a 
auboeription to the Blade :is at iis birth. Th!a ran be done if 
cadi preaanl aubaatibar will only secure one new subscriber. 
Smiic have sent in clubs, of three, live ami ten. but the majority 
make no effort, or at least it docs doI appear thai they da In 
order !<• eneonrage subscriptions, are will tui the balanee of the 
year, radaaaj il riginal, or new uibaeriptioi] price, in the sum 

nl' line ill, liar, in any number, limn MM subscriber, Upward. 

Now <ln your beat, frienda, for the Blade is your paper alter all. 

This dues mil apply in renewals in any case. Il is . nly far 

new subscribers. 

• • • 

American Preethinkers can Indulge in feelings of Mtiaf action 
ai the la teal news from Reno. A band of Freethinkers have 
organiaed themselves into a "Oiurdano Bruno Club," ami pur- 
chasing pn party immediately fronting the Vatiesn, they pro- 
poae, as a method of propaganda, ami as a challenge to the 
papacy, in diaplay, permanently, a black Bag by day ami a red 
light by Bight. The black Bag will symbolise the dark tragedy 
committed by the prieatbood in the year limn when Bruno was 
burned alive at the stake for opinion' ■ sake, ami the red light 
will typify the fiery courage, the aaal ami the ambition with 
which the admirera of Bruno in Rome will defeud his name ami 

memory againal the elerieal trad users. 

• • • 

During the pad moutk we have received an tnrtsuelly large 
Dumber of ordara for extra copies of the Blade, ami are interpret 
this lad in mean an indication of its aonataatly growing pop- 
alarity. 

e e • 

"Prayerful Bykea in Prison tor li Veara. " Buefa is the 
ominoua headline in an article in the Pittsburg (Pa.) Bun, of 
Mav 'Jlst. The friend lending ns the clipping, sIbu semis i pa 
lice eireular, aigned by Judaon diner, Chief of Police, a! Tren- 
ton, New Jersey, asking for the arreal of John Bykea on a charge 

nt' embesxlement. An g ih<' statements given in tin- circular 

as an aid t" Identification la the following' "He poeea as a 

religioua ami moral man; nay frequent the Vonng Men's Chris- 

tlnn Assnciai imi . is a quiet ami heavy drinker." 'The news- 
paper article telling of his arrest ami conviction gives the fol« 
lowing: "He was known as the man who could pray the loud- 
est and longest si the revivals bald In country churches through* 
nut the county. After the revival, Bykea would take himself to 
a neighboring town, and securing the best suite of the country 
hotel, he would spend hours in drinking New Jersey apple- jack 

brandy." His crime consisted nf emhe//.liny many thousands 
of dollars from bis clients and resorting to the forging of en- 



dorsements nl worthless paper. lie was a lawyer ami a prmn- 
inenl church member. Argument is unnecessary. 

• • • 

According to the Ban Pranciseo Call, of M lay. May 17th. 

another preacher has declared sgainst orthodoxy, denouncing it 
as a foe in progress. It is there reported thai Bev. ('. ('. Pierce, 
pastor nl' the Memorial Baptist church at Los Angeles, ■ tart led 
hi- acngrsgatioa by saying: "The old-time foe nt' all pro gr ess 
has been Barrow, ignorant, self-sufficient, bigoted, exclusive, 
intolerant ami ungenerous orthodoxy." His adjsstivea are 
magnificent in application ami from such a source it booms be- 
fore the public with greater fores than if said by an sdvoeati 
ni Preet bought. Who says Preet bought is not growing! 

• • • 

\\'e migbl add in the foregoing paragraph the report that 
n any persons in his congregation use to their feel when Bev. 
Pierce delivered his seething denunciation .it' orthodoxy, nude- 
aided whether in make a protest or approve. There can be an 

doubt that a number of them were shocked, but it is said that 

another preacher, Rev. Edward II- Brooks, came to his assist- 
ance, ami by i tending what he l.ail said, quieted the aud- 

ieaea and then il was Rev. Pierce | cd mil t c shut upmi 

I hem and their religion. 

Two more preachers led eetray, ami. of course, the woman did 
it. We all remember the nhl Adam story ami bow he laid all 

the blame ii|mhi the shoulders if the woman. "The wiunau 
templed tne and 1 did eat." He BBS BOOM fitting reprcscutaliv es 

in this sge. Rev. Perry It. Campbell, of Stamping Qronnd, Ky.. 
aboul twenty miles from Lexington, abandoned his wife and 

child, ami actually sold his household goods from under them 

to get snougfa cash with which in pay the expenses nt his slope- 

incut with Miss Jt scphine llis'cy. nl' the same place, a nineteen- 

year-old girL The eouple were arrested at St. Louis. To the 
police, as an explanation of his conduct, Campbell said: "The 
woman ten pied me, — 1 tried to do right, but l sould not resist 

her. ami I fell." Such a moral coward is not w ith the price 
. I' powder BnoUgh tn blow him In Hades. The Other case coii.es 
from Hollywood . California. Rev, Jesse ICoutngnC Hunter. 

Camphellite, eloped with the wife of a wealthy Oregon lumber 

man. and has been located in Mevicn. After reaching a safe 
retreat with his paramour, he had the inordinate gall to write 
his wife ami tell her In go home to her neither with their babies. 
A worthy pair of moral sharks to claim divine ambassadorship. 

• • • 

The foot-killer is - idly wanted at Seal He. Washin-ton. It is 
reputed that a rancher named K. C MTnlosh. be!ie\ed he was 
possessed of evil spiiits, and instead of niging them In gat OOtO 
a bunch of porkers. In- he'd both his arms in a ho! lire in the 

expectation of soaking the spirits vacate their lodgings. It 
i- said he cannot recover and that both arms had iii be ampu- 
tated. The folly and fanaticism of orthodox Christianity 
amply demons! rated. 



\i. B. Glenn, formerly Governor of North Carolina, 
haa Buffered a complete eclipse by falling from lii* 
estate to become an evangelist in the interest of the 
Presbyterian church. The ex-Governor will Bnd 
preaching an < a sin- game of graft, but wit It less honor 
tint] inanltood than even politics can bestow. 

Kartlt i> able to furnish the heaven sought beyond 
the clouds if men would but resolve to work for it ami 
win it. 
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BUCKEYE SECULAR UNION. 

Call to Action by All Members and Friends 
for a Rousing Convention at Co- 
lumbus, 0., in Septembir Next. 



(By l-i.ii Uwmii Baeretary.) 
1 waul to i hunk Um Blade for its men- 
t ion at t he Convention of 1 1 1 « - Boekeye 
Secular Union, which will be hold in Co- 
lumbus on th« 12th of September. 

* ' Kf^rin In prepare now ! " 

That is wlnit I \\<miIi1 like to know WM 

being dona l>y every Rctionalict la the 

Slnte of Ohio anil (lie friends of I lie 

Union in all other States. Concerted ef- 

fiirt is what the sauna needs. I have 1 n 

studying ehuren methods to learn how 

they keep their bold upon the masses, anil 
I find that this is done <>nly by continuous 
and hsnsonioos labor on the part of n 

huge army of enthusiastic workers. The 
minister se rinonizcs those who will tOSM 
to t lie regular seasons of wmship; lend- 
ers from "Men's Meetings," "Women's 
Meetings," the Epworth League, and the 
Junior League, go out and persuade people 
to come to these meetings) while some 

dear motherly sister who has never been 
blessed with children of her own gathers 
the names of the babies Ofl the "Cradle 
Roll." 

Now. Brother Chnrlesworth, I don 'I 

inow what you'll think of my endorsing 
these methods, but 1 am here to declare 
tfcal this is all ri ght ' I f the churches ate 

tight. It is the method by which human- 
ity must be battered morally and socially. 
Man is a queer animal. Yon nave to go 
after him when yon want to 'I" him a 
kindness. .List last winter. 1 saw people 

a ho professed to believe that their "eter- 
jal salvation" depended npofl their being 

converted ami joining; the chireh, sit and 

wait for some one to come end persuade 
them to give their names to the ehuroh. 

Yes! and I have seen them refuse the 
tearful entreaties of their friends who 

b e gged tbem to take tha decisive step, V7e 

Rationalists arc ever ready to condemn 
such conduct as injudicious on the part 
of these people; and From the religious 
Standpoint it is very much so; and 1 hope 
nil those who think the spn.nl of r'ree- 
thnucht to be desirable will get up and 

boldly ''march down to the altar" before 
the 12th of September, and eonaccrate 

themselves and their available powers to 
the sacred cause of Mental Liberty. 
Brothers and sisters, don't wait for the 

officers to address you personally and urge 

yon to attend and to contribute Inward 
the expenses; but write n- | postal card 

If no more - telling us that you will be on 
band, or ariebing the work "Godspeed" 
at the least. The Secretary has written 
fo a number, and expects to write to many 



Hi. ire; but there are hundreds whose ad- 
dresses are not available. Be si des, your 
taking the initiative and writing bat will 

halve the combined expense. For years 

the Secretary has home the expense of 

In r eorreS] deuce, but this year that stal- 
wart worker for Humanity. ( . K. W 1- 

ward. sent a generous i tribulion. which 

is being partly applied in this manner. 

Some WOO have been addressed have 
tailed to respond. This is a little dis- 

eonraging. We would like to enroll those 

who are likely to attend. Such li-l will be 
valuable in many ways. And. too. il might 
be a good thing for the friends of the 
Union I" do what the Methodists call 

"personal work'*, 'jet out a Dg your 

friends, either personally or by letter, and 
try to induce tbem to lend a helping hand 
just any hand they can spare. 

Sec. It. s. V., :ti>H Chestnut St.. Barnes* 

ville, Ohio. 



THE ATTITUDE OF FREETHOUGHT. 

(By J. C. Wnlkins.) 
It is the aim and object of Freethinkers 
as the writers understands it. to secure? and 
maintain the right of individuals to think 
for themselves, to BXpreOS their \ iews. and 
to teach and practice the truth as they be- 
lieve and understand it. 

It is not the object of Freethinkers, nor 
will it be ii result ->f this liberty of though! 

ami expression, to injure the cause of mor- 
ality or to interfere with the spread of 
I null and justice; but on the contrary, 
these are the very things thiil it is the aim 

of Preethougbf to promote end foster. 

Holding that superstitious beliefs are not 
essential to right doimj. they are naturally 
a nl n-jonist fc to theories, beliefs, creeds 
and tbeaJogieal dogmai which an- not sup- 
ported by rational evidences; and which 
theories, creeds, etc.. they believe to be cr- 

roni s. Their arguments and contentions 

are such as appeal to reason rather than 
sentiment, and the evidences which they 
offer in support of their position are scien- 
tific ami tangible ami n<>l supernal ural and 
mythical. Free) (linkers are not lying t<> 
convince themselves that there is no god, 
HO heaven, no hell, no future existence, etc., 
that they may feel free to do wrong and 
ignore the voice of conscience, hut Ihey 

are simply investigators of the truth or 
Falsity of the ideas snd doctrines referred 
to. Alter such Inveetigation the majority 

of them ere convinced that many of these 
beliefs arc erroneous, end some of them 
harmful to entertain snd put into practice. 

It is scarcely to be expected that ortho- 
do] Ch'rietiana and Freethinkers can bar- 

monise in belief, but they should at leant 
treat each other wilh respect and try to 
think one another bones! and sincere, and 



all unite in doing good humanitarian d eeds 
and in seeking (he truth. 
Kanawha Falls. YV. Ya. 



REPLY TO J. E. BURKHART. 

(By F. I'.. Mall.) 
In your Feb. 'JHlh issue (you make it 
the 21st) .1. B. Burkhart has .1 fine article 
mi "Thought." 1 wish lo ink him if this 
same article had been labeled "The .Mys- 
terious Complex Flexible Human Hand;" 
would it not have been as much in order/ 
For it is very certain that all the activi- 
ties of the world today, and ever, are due 
to this human member emanations from 
il as "thoughts" are emanations of a 
complex brain. He says, "Who built the 
chariots, harnessed the steeds, end made 

i hem capable of untiring travail Who 

holds, guides and controls them along the 
highways on hind, in air ami on the sea?" 

Mr. Burkhart says "thought" emanating 
from brain, did It. I contend that emana- 
tions froi or "supple bands" is the 

direct cause. 

Docs any < contend that we could 

have had watches, paintings, works of art 
of all kinds, all industries of our pre se nt 
civilisation, If our hands h ul never de- 
veloped lull her than a rabbit's fool.' If 

our hand was a rabbit's foot in detail, 

where would be our exalted " though te" 

todayf I have known fools Blind Tom 

and other imbeciles who played line mil 

sic on the piano, which Ihey < Id never 

baVS done if (heir hands were as undevel- 
oped as their thoughts. 

There appear! to be today, two sides lo 

all questions OUB side and the OTHER 

side and Materialist want to luiOW Some- 
thing of that "other side." The human 
hand and brain have evolved side by side 
in like manner, anil one is mi more a fac- 
tor than the other in our present eivilisa- 

lion. 

Augusta. Midi. 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL BIBLE CLASS 
UNION OF AMERICA. 

Text-book "Mible Myths ami Their 
Parallel In other Religions." (by Doane.) 
Lessons for the Month of June, 1907: 

June 8 "The star of Bethlehem," and 
astro logical notions of all ancient na- 
tions ami somewhat prevalent today, thai 
all people ere born under a lucky or under 

an evil star. Chapter IS. 

June 18 "The Bong of the Heavenly 

Host," and similar demonstrations of ce- 
lestial delight at the birth of "Buddha," 
"Crishns," "Confucius," "Osiris," "Ap- 

poloiiius." "Apollo," "Hercules," 

"Aesculapius," etc. Chapter 14. 

June 20 "The Divine Child Recognis- 
ed and Presented with Gifts." Crishna, 

Buddha, Cfariat Jesus, Confucius, Mithras, 
Socrates, Aesculapius, all were found by 
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wise men who presented then with birth* 
day gifts, Chapter 16. 

Jan* 27— "The Birth-Place of Christ 
.ir^n^." and its universal myth, as with 
(Vishnu. Buddha, Hon-Taeih, Abraham, 
Adonis, Apollo, Mithras. Hermes, Attys„ 
etc, all hum while their mother was on a 
journey. Chapter 16, 

PBOF. A. .1. CLAUSEN, 
National Orgaaiatr, St. Ansgar, Iowa. 

The Work and Ways of Literary Folk 
VAOABONDA 

Sold by Subscription $1 per year 

VAGABOND!* is an illustrated month* 
|y magasilM devoted i • • people who write 
and draw things, Authors, Playwright! 
ami Illustrators. 

EACH ISSUE oontaini interesting arti- 
cles on the pen ilitirs of literary men 

and women Human Interest Biographical 
sketches. Appreciations snd Estimate! of 
all the present day writer! and their work 

■torin of their hobble! and recreation! 

thrilling accounts of literary successes. 

unconventional photograph! of authors 

and their homes, with glimpsea of their 
workaday life, Criticism!, Short Btories 
and Literary News. Contribution! by well 

known writers on lubjectl having to do 

with every form of literary composition, 
including the novel, playwrighting, at., 
EVERYONE engaged in literary work 

or curious about literary people will Mini 

Vagabondia interesting and instructive. 

1 1 i~ invaluable to the literary worker. 

VAGABOND!* is in i class by itself. 

being the only writers' anil illustrators' 

magasinc published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Hook Reviewa, Ifagasine News, Publish- 
ers Notes and Announcements 

VAGABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 
mi Eh -ity Trust Big, CMeago, III. 

Inquires About Dave. 

( 01. FAX. I()\V.\ What haa become of 

Dave? My little iritis miss his g I lot - 

ters Mas his heavenly lather hit him like 
he did Ananniac, or smote him like 

lie did Miriam when she was nad at IfoSC! 
for ma rry inv: a nig', or has he been feed- 
ing him some of the cakes he made his 
|iro|ihe!s eat in olden times? Never mind, 
Dave. Keep it up. When you get perse 
Cuted by your dear Christian friends as 
long as I have been, you will gel used to 

it. ami don't think your heavenly father 

is nil powerful. When he could not con- 
quer a people who had chariot! of iron. In' 
would not stand a gbosl of | show against 

a 12-inch gnn or a charge of dynamite. 
Enelosed tnd check for one dollar, I wish 

it was more, but it is all I can spare at 

present. Wishing you su-cess. a. II. 

I 'F.N MAN. 



Pres tle:.t Roberts at Work. 

DENNISON, (». 1 am itsrtiag to ^et 
Club to renew, and also new aubsei ibcrs. 
I asked the Fdade in my letter v. | i the 

donation t<» furnish namea i . aibssrihen 

1 sent ill last year as I have no lost v of 

nubs, As >et no response. Bo far have 
live renewals and one new >ubscriber. I 

Bad it slow work; n s are bard, so they 

say! 1 am going to Columbus in a lew- 
days to look for a hall ami hotel accommo- 
dations for September meeting. Will 
write you of my success. I want to |S to 
New Boehells if I can. as I don't expect 
to be on "terra lirma" 100 yean hence; 
so if I don 't go this time I 'II be shut out 
next. If the | pie if Ohio who are Free- 
thinkers will evince ordinary interest in 
our efforts to enroll members in the I'.uck- 
e\e Secular Ftiioii, we would be more en- 
couraged t» work harder in the cause of 
Truth ami Liberty, (i. (I. SOBERTB. 

Sends His Renewal. 

CHICAGO. 1 1. L. I am enclosing yon 
the 01,80 to be used in marking up my tag 

for another year. Recently, in conversa- 
tion with a very good Christian lady, I 
asked her what was "the aim and pur- 
pose, the object and intention of the re- 
ligionists ?" She said sin' did not know. 
I then asked her what were I be ''founda- 
tion principles of religion?" She said she 
ilid not know. I then asked her if it was 

not a fact that the foundation principle of 

religion was the "salvation of the Soul.'" 
Ami she said that if was. I then asked 
her if she could prove that she had a toul .' 
Ami she said that she could not. Then I 
■shad why it was that so much ado was be- 
ing made to save the soul when BO one was 
able to prove that there was such a thing 
as the »oii I ? She failed In reply. She was 

a fradnate of a Baptist Hospital ami fair- 
ly educated. F. f. CREEVY 



From "Kiver to Kiver." 

BLLI8VDLLE, Miss. By the mace of 

friend l.ockhart. of Esstsbuehie, Miss.. I 

have several copies of the Blade of differ- 
ent dates. Mat dale or m> date, I read 
t hem all from cover to cover. I am an ex- 

Ifethodis! preacher, not made inch by the 

"spirit of God", but by heredity and en- 
vironment. I reckon 1 had Methodism as 

bad as anybody until I began t<> doubt. 
Von know the Bible sav^ "The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Hut at 
He age of tii i Hud that "the PEAR of 



the Lord" is the chief HAH to wisdom or 
knowledge. It's like a cable fastened to 
the mind or .soul, and tied to some church, 
lest it should ramble off in search of 
knowledge. 1 suppose 1 was born a Radi- 
cal; hence, have long been in the minority. 
1 am old, poor and crippled, an ex-Confed- 
erate soldier; went into the army before 
I was IS; -ay mother put in my pocket a 
New Testament to study prayerfully while 
I was out killing Yankees and dtftlHiwg 
human slavery. You know James says: 
"Servants, be obedient to your masters," 
and we didn't think Yankees had any 
right t" "pat asunder what Cod had join- 
ed together." and in this faith I "fit, bled 

and died for my intry." ami haven't 

got any country yet, and paying rent to 
live on the earth. Hut notwithstanding 
the "divine institution of chattel slavery" 
it went down all the same, and even God 
wasn't able to maintain it airainst the 
giant of Intelligent Reason; and the same 
power that destroyed chattel slavery in 
the nineteenth century will in the twenti- 
eth century eternallv overthrow potttieal, 
industrial and religious slav-ry. and all 
this must be done ere mankind is FREE 
— and as everything is cause and effect. 
Frcet houdit lieinir the cause, it MUST 

effect lh unplete elimination of all forms 

of slavery. There can't be any middle 
ground or stopping place. The puny efforts 
of church and legislation, to stop or regu- 
late the march of human thought, or to 
COnfllM it to priestly and conservative 
would lie just as effective turned upon the 
Seasons or the course of th'? planets. I 
am almost in distress of mind because I 
can't send you the price of the Blade. 
There are a number of my friends in the 
churches who enjoy reading the Hlade. It's 
an eye-opener, and they do need it. Shall 
try to net you a club of five anyhow. I am 
in the litrht for freedom, and to stay. God 
or no Qod. Hurrah for the Hlade (two- 

sdged!) T. H. WALDEN. 



Would Like Some Lectures. 

SI I A W N EE, OKI. \. I am end. sins 
check for *3, 01.AO to pay my lubserlp- 
tion to the Hlade to .Ian. 1910, and gLM 
for Walter Hurt's novel. "The Scarlet 
Shadow." Ask Charlesworth if he would 
like to visit Oklahoma. I believe that I 
could arrange for a lecture if he would 
come. With best wishes to you and yours, 
1 am yours very truly. .1. M. RY'LER. 



I > 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



"SOUL" THOUGHTS ON THE BLADE 
FOUNDER. 

(Hv The Chaplain.) 

I hope hi* soul's not below there l>i;niiiL r . 
For if it is, (Hi. m) ! there'*. Ml t<> pay. 

V r I can't Imagine Charles, with nil Ma 
laarniag 

Ami Ighting nature, would hv there to 
slay. 

He'd raise a rBBpUl .just as rnre'l JTOU 're 

tving, 

And |ive the devil all that*! j sllv due. 
For his -.'real soul on earth ; si joyed in 
e-iviiifj 

The Mperetitioes world s i:::r laiiiriiair- 
new. 

Ho style n earth like his in letter irriting, 
Hb parahlee Cor ('ha les % it h b 'sines- 

went j 

A nan hemic in OUT Proet bought fighting, 

He turned the language loose, and aides 

world sent. 

Hell couldn't hold him that's the Irrth 
I 'in sayin-r— 
And penal <i">t«' poetire that there '» 
none below: 
The «>dds are apainst it. and • dds I'm laying 
The whole damn butJnesa. is a faking 
sh m. 



Give E'm Fits. 




That's 



what 

SI I 



" iHB 



Waller liurt'l ureal 

leal novel. SO n to Ik* 

lareee of b%otry an' 1 ati- 
iwmiliioa. Ami the tea 

alar [>r.-as ..f Ida .•oimirv 
goaded by i he rhurel 
•lenient. Ii throwing » 
over It, loo. No oilier 
nvel of Hit* d»rad» li I* 
been no widely and no 
Ultterly denounced I >y 
orthodox rrttloa -whirr, 
la HiifTIHent p oof tint n 
la all light It RSI ON 

ut <ii ,, bsnsattes in con- 

aervative clreleii and 
aUSad ronaterriHtlor 



re v 



It la 

einlor ad 

Kreeltnmkafa 

out the world. 



eiitliualnaf leall 
1 y leadliu 
through- 
You al 



know how Huil can write mi'' In 'hla bOOl 
lie la at Ida beat. It la an ..egam volume 
fit to ornament the finest library. OCMSlnlnf 
122 pagea. printed on ne« / egg-ahell DSpal 
and bouno In ox-blood eloth 
I'rlce ll.BU. poatpald 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

-exlngton, Ky. 



Murray's Clearance Sale 

Bjrma'e 'TorbMdsa Pratt," Pan! Bert • 

"JeeaU Morals." Tt lstoi'y 'Hoot or Kvll," 
Si'cox's "Sat n teem of Man. "I.ivlnKston 
and ti e Hoers." Murray's "Hrltish Land- 
lord." "Moses ami tho Prophets," "II 
Kropoe it lena of a Pagans n ilsion," "The 

Opea Chalk nge< r«n romiatadnmla" 

II hie Texts, etc.. etc. Th" total retail 
prfea of the lot conns to 60 cents. I will 

t-o::d the what* together, postpaid, for i:> 

c nt". These paniphhts will suit the fo.- 
lowan tf Voltaire, Thomas I'alne and Aria- 
tot |p. They will not phase Atheists. 

NORM AM MURRAY, 



POPULARLINE 
SOUTH 




Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlant- 

Birniingham 

Knoxville 

Savannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
.'icksburg 
Shreveport 

New Orleans 

and 
Texas Points 
Tor rates ai d print id matter, ad- 
dress 

W. C. Rinearson, G P. A., 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

\V. K. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit ami Prodaoe Brok< r. 

Melons a specialty. Fifteen years evpni. 

ence buying sad shipping melcne. win, ns 

usual, fni:olw the business In Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 



NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
JUST OUT! 

FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet ai d a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Be!ls. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these s<in»s for the 

benefit of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Bense, who do uol wish to insult our Cre- 
■tor with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St.. Chicago, 111. 



BILL'S fWENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It I s a personal 
department In the WHEEL 
OK LIFE that trows on you 
You llnd yourself walling 
with Interest for what "Bin™ 
has to »ay next. 



THF PROCLSSIONoi PLANFTS 

' IS THE GREAT NEW BOOK. IF TOU *-* 1 ^ 

wandei why the Etnh moves, write to (be author lor i 

iKflpilM of It: It slime. MM iruc minions nf mailer. Address 
HANKLIN II. IIEALU, Mjllon A. LOb A.NGtlES. Cillturnii 



"flN AMERICAN 
MrtDONrSfA ' is,, ser- 
ial running In the \\ II I I I, 
"BILL" OF LIFE, it ti written by 
Mary I\ es Todd . I he a I, lest writer of Liberal 
Sotlon since tliaiit Allen, and Is a beautiful 

presentation of the essentially modern 
prohleui of tho Woman In Business. 

THE, WHBE.L OF LIFE, 

A tiKinthl.v periodical. It deals with 
o Kit i INS. the origin ul Marriage, of Etblci, 
f>f Kelluion, of Brotherhood, of the hellef in 

Immortality. It tresis broadly of Lots, of 
Hamas Inatlnoti ami ldoais. it tskei in 
the whole Wheel of Life, t real ins all lubjectl 
lu sue h a Olesr, plain and ipley way I hat I he 
dust Is shaken outaiid I hey heroine us In- 
terestlim as a, novel to even the casual 

reader, bud tOeentafora -it ths' trial 

subscription or a quarter for a year 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 
DRONE" i, v Joseph Medlll Fstteraon, 
author of A LITTLE BBOTHEH OF THE 
KK'll." lent Without extri r tun ge. « It h a 
<s months' i Isl subscription to the WHEEL 
or i. h i:, Addreai 

LIFE PUB. CO.. Desk A, St. Louis, Mo. 



Nau man's Orchtrase 

K. U. NAl'.MAN. Violin. 

ANNA I,. NAl'MAN. Piano. 

OTTO rf. NAUMAN Cornet 

or Clatinat. 

Cther Instruments Added if Des.red. 

over BOO plea i or the be H i music. Nttabts 
for :iuy Diagram, always on land. 

Phane 128 12. Lock Fox 800. 

riGOURNEY, IOWA. 

$2,000.00 SALARY! 

W'ANTKi*. The Chorea of Human- 
ity a ante a eonpetenl leeturer an. I organ- 
Lasr to do bald work in leashing the <lis- 
iMiveriee thai aal gad cxisis and thai 

death ends life forever; and lo QlganiM 

thoM who 'can: than into local bfaaaSi 

ehurebes. A salary of 12,000 annually is 
i Sered for the services of a BUM Of wom- 
an eon petenl to (ill the position. \\>i par- 

lieulais, addiess 

W. H. KERR, 
Oreat Bend, Kansas 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Be Sure ana SuOscrir— ». 0 , 

Secular Thought 

fu.tnigr.tiy Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, 8cience »»« Hellgion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kdltor - J. Spencer Kills. 

Published at IMM Queen St. West. To 
ronto. Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Kdltorlal de 
partnient should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Kills. "Secular Thought." 
1MH Queen St. West. Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
'.ooks. printing, etc.. should be addressed— 
C. M. KLLIs. Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

Toronto. Can 
GRADUATION GIFTS. 

What can be nicer and rr.ore suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted In Ring, Fin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for *10. $20 
and up. They are indestructible, a joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in its orbit; neither do they 
?ver depreciate in value. Or a Cold Watch, 
which is useful during life, as well as 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES 

Large (6) size Klgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-filled, hunting case: latest 
style, artistic hand-ciased, 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
jewels, $11; 16 jewels, adj., $15. Small 
(0) size, 7 jewels, $11: 15 Jewels, $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $1S. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 2. r i-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case, $10 to $20 more. All in 
velvet box, prepaid, wi tuarantee. Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAINS, FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 
Latest styles, best filled, $2, *."!, $4 and $5. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) size, Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engi'ie-turned," |Old 
filled hunting case guaranteed 2">-years: 
Gen'l Stark. 15 jewels $15; "Deuber 
Ornnd," 17 Jewels, adjusted. $li.50; "John 
Hancock." 21 Jewels, extra fine, $29.00. In 
open face sen w rase, $1.00 1. ss. Also, In 
s( lid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated, Jewelry, Rings, Silverware, n 
gersoll Spoons, Freethnught Radges, Opti- 
cal floods, Ring Guage, ami my tract. "The- 
ism In the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots 0i two or more. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 



SEEDS 

Fresh. Reliable. Pure 
Guaranteed to Please 

Every Gardener ami 

Plant er should tent the 
superior n.er'taof Out 
NorthernGrown beedtt. 

SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will »eud postpaid our 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 

I i-k r . no n.j . ... to* 

I pki. Prill*,! Kadi* . . . (lOa 

1 1 Lr. ~. h-..r ., ■ c :, r . . , SO* 

i 1.1,. i ... I, i im kmt ..'■.«- . ■ .It* 

■Em 

Writ* fcxUyl Sanl 10 nnU to help par |xata(* Sal 
par king and recaiva lhaah..va "Fauoua Collection," lo- 
(allur with our N<iw and Inttructi'a Harden Oulda. 

UKKAT NOBTBERN SEED CO. 
1551 Host, St. Korkford. Illinota 




"The Woman and 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 
OF 

lieald's Religious Stickers 

Ttu muisj being .-rhori quotations froc» 
"Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Hies.-, 
ed Savior/' Kaalam's AM," "Mary Chrtat". 
Our Friend, the Devil." and other person 
ik- ■ oi sacred memory. 

These ar«- suitable for sticking on church 
doors, uid Other objects where they will do 
the ami rood in ipmdbtg the "glad ti* 
nigs of grea' joy." 

Until April 1. 1009, address— 

FRANKLIN' HKALD, 

ClrcleTllle, Ohio 



The Prospector" 1)0 You 



Is the title of a rOBUtBCe I wry man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same lime points out the 
only method for the cure "t the consump- 
tive. The booklet Is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A, If. PARKKR. 



FREE TRIP to the 
PACIFIC COAST 

ARE YOU ONE 
of the many thous- 
ands who want to 
explore this Won- 
derland ? ? ? ? 

SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

has instituted a new 
department, whose 
apecial work it is 
to put within the 
reach of every one an opportunity to 
eee the FAR WEST. Write for 
Sample Copy. •: :: :: :• 

For full particular. aJJr*.. 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Building, San Francisco, Cal. 




WATER POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLBTV BLAND ■PBCIALTY .v. UFO. CO. 
ClevelanuSo. Brooklyn. Ohio. 



That We Humans are as Important at 

1'igs. Potatoes, and Pups? 

Dc Jin believe that we "grownups," 
and eve.i the Children, shjuld know *~ 
much ..limit ourr-ehe* n? we know abov 
Fl-l.e-. ri'»w« r« an 1 Fiogs'.' 

Dti von |,..|ieve in Belter Ftogeny. a More 
Hlevated Race aaywayi 

If s-o. p< nd 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Humnn Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Mair 
St.. Los Angeles. California, U. S. 1 
Samples ten cents. Trial three month! 
with pamphlet 'institutional Marriage." 3v 
cents st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradlc 
tions and fallacies of the Chrlstlsn bible. 

.lus t he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr their faltl 
and destroy their god webs. Ready So© 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 19 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 

1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco, Cal 



SEEDS 

BUCKBEE'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

r Ua.de to kalU New Baalaeaa. A trial will ^ 
luake you our | 



« _ _ lur*. U kinds 1 Tae>al..ae, 

11 tbe rliieat : Terale. 7 splendid . Oaioa. » beat rarlt- 
I Ilea . 10 e,,ri, «.«..«»ri .« Helfe-ai ranetlra 10 all. 
' (.1 IKVSIOI) TO I'LI l-L 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

var i'nu<» and racking and receive thin valuable 

idlon of Ke?e«Ja poMpalt], toe-ether with my big 

InelrurlUe. HcavaUlfi.1 • 



, telle all about the Ileal >ax<el-< 



■■a runt Book, 

• of Se««i», Plant*, etc. 



H.W.Buckboe, 1 v " "aellULH , 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the ( Ireatesl Book "f modem timet '»n the theory <>f Evolution applied to Sociology. 

li will shortly I*- issued in hook form by the BlueGraes Blede, making a book of nearly 600 pages. The author lias 
dedicated it t<> I'rof. Emel Haeckel, and the great Jena phUoaopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

AligCbargei <>f postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning 

The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure=Class Ideals of Education 



By PARKER H. SERCOMBE, Editor Tomorrow Magazine 

"Expert breeders and trainers of borsea permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 

the knowledge they have hut (In not use." 

"Owners of Angora cuts who know how their pets have become beautiful as tin; result of but a few 
generation! of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 

their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 

hyhridists, not realising that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind directed, reasoned out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies. *1.00 9I5.OO the hundred 



TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 5*>th St.. Chicago. Ill, 



